
Action Plan on Sha Tau Kok Cultural Tourism 
Zone

Thematic Plan 1

Background

Located in the northeastern most part of Hong Kong adjacent to the Mainland, STK has been a 

FCA for decades.  STK Town is currently the only township within FCA in Hong Kong.   In particular, 

Chung Ying Street bears great historical significance and attributes with boundary stones, rather than 

boundary control facilities, used to demarcate the boundary between Hong Kong and Shenzhen.  

The town’s traditional Hakka and fisherfolk cultures also offer unique tourism appeal for the public 

to discover.

The Government is progressively opening up STK FCA for sightseeing.  The first phase STK Pier 

Opening Up Scheme was launched in June 2022, allowing designated tour groups to take waterborne 

transport at STK Pier to neighbouring areas for sightseeing on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays, 

while the second phase of the STK Opening-up Plan, rolled out in January 2024, has expanded the 

scope of the opening up to cover the entire STK FCA except Chung Ying Street.
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The Government published in October 2023 the Northern Metropolis Action Agenda, 

under which the easternmost part of the Northern Metropolis, where STK FCA lies within, is 

positioned as the Blue and Green Circle and as one of the four major zones with an aim to 

creating opportunities for tourism and conservation.  Visitors who set off from STK Pier can 

take waterborne transport to get to Lai Chi Wo, Kat O, Ap Chau and etc., located within 

Hong Kong Geopark, while those who start their journey from the west of STK can walk to 

the Robin’s Nest Country Park, which is the 25th country park in Hong Kong.  They can also 

visit the Hong Kong STK Anti-war Memorial Hall in the vicinity.  As such, STK is well-placed 

to become the starting point for tours in the Blue and Green Circle, unleashing the potentials 

to develop island-hopping tours, eco-tours and historical and cultural tours in its surrounding 

areas, particularly in autumn and winter.  

Overall Development Principle and Policy Objectives

The Government has decided to continue the promotion of tourism development in STK under 

the overall principle of “low density, high quality” and through enriching its historical and 

cultural elements.  This is to showcase the characteristics of the rural township as well as 

the history and stories of its people, and to minimise the impact on the original lifestyle of 

the 4 000-odd local residents when bringing in new economic activities that would provide 

convenience to and create business opportunities for them.

Specific Measures

The Government will consolidate and enhance the existing tourism resources in STK and keep 

on exploring more possibilities in a bid to tell the good tourism stories of STK.  Specifically, the 

Government will focus on the following six aspects of work:
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Island Tourism
Develop routes plying between STK, Lai Chi Wo, Ap Chau and Kat O in a proactive 

manner

•AFCD has set up tour routes and visitor centres at geological attractions in the Hong Kong 

Geopark including Lai Chi Wo, Kat O and Ap Chau, etc., and launched the first section 

of the Hing Chun Alliance Heritage Trail linking Lai Chi Wo, Mui Tsz Lam and Kop Tong.   

Moreover, circular kaito ferry routes to outlying islands plying between STK Pier and nearby 

Hong Kong Geopark attractions have already been introduced and their operating hours 

have been adjusted to complement with the land transport services to and from STK.

•CCO will continue to fund non-profit-making organisations to carry out diversified and 

innovative rural conservation and rehabilitation projects in rural villages including Lai Chi 

Wo, Mui Tsz Lam, Kop Tong, Kuk Po, Kat O and etc., to protect natural ecology while 

showcasing to the public their unique and valuable cultural heritage, thereby enhancing 

the appeal of the countryside as a tourist hotspot.  Besides, it will continue its plan to set 

up smart rural conservation trails in Lai Chi Wo, Mui Tsz Lam and Kuk Po, improve public 

facilities in these areas through minor works, and review the licensing mechanisms and 

procedures on guesthouse and catering business in rural areas to facilitate application for 

guesthouse and restaurant licences by interested villagers.

•AFCD will launch the second section of the Hing Chun Alliance Heritage Trail, which will 

connect Sam A and Siu Tan.  CCO will promote Kuk Po in STK in January 2025 as a pilot site 

for new in-depth eco-tour experience under the theme of Sound-Sight-Taste by integrating 

cultural characteristics of countryside villages.  This will enhance public awareness of nature 

conservation, generate economic benefits and facilitate urban-rural symbiosis.

CSTB TLB (TD)EEB (AFCD and CCO)

1 Strengthen STK’s linkage with nearby attractions for enriching its 
tourism experience
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Eco-tourism

Eco-tourism in the vicinity of STK will be developed in a proactive manner.  Occupying an area 

of about 530 hectares at STK, Robin’s Nest Country Park was officially established on 1 March 

2024 as the 25th country park in Hong Kong.  At present, two hiking trails, namely Robin’s 

Nest Country Trail and Lin Ma Hang Country Trail, are open for use.  AFCD has launched a 

hiking challenge and relevant promotional programmes on the theme of Discovering Robin’s 

Nest Country Park between November 2024 and February 2025.  It has also carried out 

revitalisation works at Lin Ma Hang Lead Mine to turn it into an open museum for showcasing 

to the public the mining history, wartime relics and bat ecology in Hong Kong, and feature the 

unique cultural landscape of the mine, thereby enhancing tourists’ experiences.  

Historical and cultural tourism

The Chinese Culture Promotion Office under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department 

(“LCSD”) and the Hong Kong Museum of the War of Resistance and Coastal Defence join 

forces to organise field visits by making use of the historic sites in association with the War 

of Resistance.  These include the Hong Kong STK Anti-War Memorial Hall (Law Uk) and the 

Cenotaph for Martyrs in Wu Kau Tang.

EEB(AFCD)

CSTB

1 Strengthen STK’s linkage with nearby attractions for enriching its 
tourism experience
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CSTB

CSTB

SB Home Affairs Department

2 Enhance tourism elements in STK District

Having regard to the gradual opening up of STK FCA, 

various Government departments have completed a series 

of environmental enhancement works.  These include the 

construction of Chung Ying Street Garden (with a viewing deck 

overlooking Chung Ying Street and a replica of an old railway 

station in Hong Kong as well as an actual-size locomotive model) 

next to Chung Ying Street Checkpoint; the upgrading of the 

STK Promenade Sitting-out Area into the Fish Lantern Square, 

where scenes of the national intangible cultural heritage “STK 

fish-lantern dance” are displayed; the refurbishment of the old 

STK fire station; as well as the enhancement of the open space 

near the Cape of STK to provide photo-taking spots with the 

characteristics of North District.  

#ddHK, a creative tourism project organised by CSTB, extends to STK from December 2024 

to February 2025.  It brings creative elements into STK-specific culture, heritage and natural 

beauty on an experimental basis through place-making, community involvement and cross-

sector collaboration.  This enhances visitor experience and provides reference for future 

tourism activities in STK.  During the two-month project period, there are interactive cultural 

and art installations showcasing authentic characteristics, weekend markets blending local 

features with Hong Kong’s cultures and creativity for boosting the local economy, workshops 

organised in collaboration with local residents, a waterfront reading area that promotes the 

integration of culture and tourism, and activities aimed at gradually enhancing the tourism 

appeal of San Lau Street in STK.  CSTB will explore future model and direction based on the 

experience and feedback gained from the project.
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CSTB

SB TLB(TD)

TLB(TD)

3

4

Develop more itineraries and tourism products

Facilitate tourist visits to STK

CSTB will continue its collaboration with TIC and encourage the tourism industry to develop 

more signature itineraries and tourism products by making good use of the tourism resources 

in STK.  Moreover, CSTB will work with HKTB and TIC to sustain their promotion on the 

award-winning routes selected from the Deeper into Hong Kong: Creative Itinerary Design 

Competition.  These include two award-winning routes relating to the tourism resources in 

STK under the design themes of Great Green Escapes and Journey Through National History 

respectively.  

Hong Kong Police Force has launched an online application platform to enable the public 

and tourists to apply for electronic Closed Area Permits free of charge more conveniently.  TD 

has also improved transportation services in STK, including the launch of express franchised 

bus services connecting Fanling and Sheung Shui stations, trial operation of green minibus 

(“GMB”) service travelling to and from Heung Yuen Wai Control Point, and strengthening of 

existing franchised bus and GMB services.

The Government will keep under review the visitor quotas to make timely adjustments, and 

step up the existing public transportation services subject to demand.  On the other hand, 

the Vehicle Holding Area at the temporarily closed STK Boundary Control Point has been 

designated as a short-term tenancy car park to provide at least 100 spaces for private cars and 

14 spaces for coaches for visitors entering STK, which would concurrently promotes self-drive 

tourism and enhances the capacity to receive tour groups.  

SB
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SB

CSTB

HKTB

CSTB

HKTB

4

5

Facilitate tourist visits to STK

Step up publicity and promotion

The Government will also continue its communication with the Shenzhen Municipal People’s 

Government on the development of cultural tourism in STK on the Hong Kong side and 

Shatoujiao on the Shenzhen side.  They will together explore the feasible option of allowing 

Hong Kong tour groups to enter Chung Ying Street via the Chung Ying Street Checkpoint on 

a “group in, group out” basis.  

CSTB collaborates with Yantian District People’s Government of Shenzhen in organising a 

familiarisation tour for Mainland travel agencies, providing important reference for future 

publicity, product design and support services.  HKTB will also continue to promote special 

events in STK as well as nearby islands and areas.  Moreover, different departments will conduct 

cross-promotion for events with tourism appeal to create a multiplier effect.

HKTB has set up a one-stop thematic portal on STK 

tourism, which consolidates the top 10 attractions, top 

10 delicacies and top 10 cultural experiences in STK, to 

provide visitors with suitable travel information.  Also, 

it has been creating greater publicity impact through 

posts on social media platforms and hosting tours for 

the travel trade and media practitioners.  
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SB

EEB (AFCD) TLB (MD)

6

DEVB and SB are currently conducting the engineering feasibility study for the STK Control 

Point redevelopment project, which is expected to be completed within 2025.  The study 

will cover how the future redevelopment project can support the opening up of STK FCA for 

tourism, including the prospect of providing additional public parking spaces and enhancing 

the accessibility to the control point and STK FCA, and so on.  In the long term, depending on 

the progress and timetable of the relevant work and the preference of local residents, the role 

of STK FCA in supporting port economy and the opportunities it brings will also be explored.

Subject to the progress of opening up STK FCA, visitors’ feedback and the development of 

relevant policies, the Government will further explore the prospect of launching more activities 

for visitors to enjoy in Starling Inlet, such as recreational fishing and water sports.  

DEVB (Northern Metropolis Co-ordination Office)

Medium-to long-term plans

Closing Remarks

The Government will continue to work closely with various stakeholders, including relevant Mainland 

authorities, local communities and the travel trade, and keep in view the market demands, with a 

view to utilising the valuable tourism resources in STK and the surrounding areas.
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